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Claus D. Volko's Rules of Life
1. Always have a positive outlook upon life. The world may not be perfect, human beings may
not be perfect, yet the world is much better now than it was just a few decades ago, and it is
to be expected that it will still improve with time.
2. Do not view yourself as a "victim of social circumstances" but as an actor, an active player
in the "game of life" who has the potential to shape the world and make it a better place one
day.
3. Embrace progress and new technologies. Do not reject innovation. There may be problems
caused by technological advancements, but they also bear a huge potential for improving
people's lives. Think primarily of the potentials, not the risks.
4. Never ever actively harm other people, especially not when you do not have a personal
profit of your action as a side-effect. Deliberately harming other people is anti-social and
must be avoided at any costs. The only exception is if somebody treats you in an unfair
manner and you want to take revenge in order to teach this person respect.
5. Always remain open, honest and sincere in personal relationships. Lying is only allowed in
situations when telling the truth would cause serious damage. As the German speaking
people say, "Ehrlichkeit währt am längsten".
6. Be curious about new ideas, critically analyze them and adopt them if you come to the
conclusion that they make sense and seem to be valuable.
7. Try to learn as much as possible. Use every opportunity you have for learning, acquisition of
knowledge and skills, and self-improvement. The more you learn, the stronger and more
powerful you will become. It will help you in your positive endeavours.
8. Avoid insulting other people. Some people are easily hurt and it may suffice to express an
opinion they do not share. For this reason carefully select the people with whom you want to
relate and discuss about subjects you are interested in. It may take a long time to find out
who the right people are. If people feel hurt, they might sooner or later take revenge on you.
9. Never give people who have a hierarchical status superior to you the impression that you are
illoyal to them. Disloyalty is something no boss and no employer desires. You may be
critical of your superiors, but do not deceive or work against them.
10. Do not tell other people how they should lead their lives or what they should do, unless they
explicitely ask for advice. Telling other people what to do, except at work, is not decent
behaviour. Nobody has the right to dominate or direct others.
11. At any costs, avoid violence.
Claus D. Volko, January 31st, 2018

The Goal of Man
In my opinion, the purpose of life is simply to stay alive as long as possible. One of the big tasks of
science, therefore, is to find ways to increase people's lifespans, and possibly make them live for
ever.
The goal of any powerful human organization, be it a state or a large company, should be to
encourage and support the advancement of science. For scientific progress, we need a lot of highly
intelligent people, as they are more likely to have good ideas and the abilities to implement them
than "average" persons. For this reason, human organizations should see to it that the intelligence
and wisdom of people get increased as much as possible, and that intelligent people can easily get
into positions where they can live up to their potentials.
Human intelligence will be a necessity for scientific advancement as long as the technological
singularity has not been reached. The technological singularity is the moment at which machines
will have garnered enough artificial intelligence to improve their own intelligence and make science
and technology advance automatically.
Therefore, the key technologies of the future are:
•
•
•
•

Medicine, to increase health and intelligence of people,
Neuroscience, to store ("download") knowledge in human brains in an efficient way,
Artificial Intelligence, to make technological singularity possible one day, and
Space Travel, to escape the solar system and colonize the universe.
Claus D. Volko (January 2011; revised: June 2018)

